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BOSTON, FEBRUARY, 1896. 



It is often assumed that the best way of supporting the dignity and 
maintaining the security of a nation is, where occasions of disagreement 
arise, to assume a high attitude and a combative tone. We keep our- 
selves in a state of irritability which is continually alive to occasions of 
offence ; and he that is prepared to be offended readily finds offences. A 
jealous sensibility sees insults and injuries where sober eyes see nothing; 
and nations thus surround themselves with a sort of artificial tentacula, 
which they throw wide in quest of irritation, and by which they are 
stimulated to revenge, by every touch of accident or inadvertency. They 
who are easily offended will also easily offend. What is the experience 
of private life? The man who is always on the alert to discover tres- 
passes on his honor or his rights never fails to quarrel with his neighbors. 
Such a person may be dreaded as a torpedo. We may fear, but we shall 
not love him ; and fear, without love, easily lapses into enmity. There 
are, therefore, many feuds and litigations in the life of such a man, that 
would never have disturbed its quiet if he had not captiously snarled at 
the trespasses of accident and savagely retaliated insignificant injuries. 

Jonathan Dymond. 
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THE VENEZUELAN COMMISSION. 

There is no doubt, as the Hon. Carl Schurz said in 
his speech before the New York Chamber of Commerce, 
that the critical moment in the controversy between the 
United States and Great Britain over the Venezuela 
boundary question will come when the commission ap- 
pointed by the President, under authority of Congress, 
to determine this boundary shall have made its report. 

With the members of the commission, whose names 
were announced in our last issue, no fault can be found. 
They are men of wide experience, of eminent qualifica- 
tions and of acknowledged fairness of disposition. No 
better choice could have been made. It has been freely 
granted on both sides of the water that President Cleve- 
land has, by the selection which he has made, avoided 
all possible suspicion of having packed the commission 
in the interests of either party. The character of the 
commission has done much to remove from the British 
mind the feeling that this country is really anxious for 
war, but it has not changed the conviction of thoughtful 
men in both countries that the appointment and work of 



the commission constitute the last stage toward what 
may prove to be a much more serious posture of affairs 
than we have yet seen. 

The commission was appointed " to investigate and 
report upon the true location of the divisional line be- 
tween the territory of the republic of Venezuela and 
that of British Guiana." We gave in our last issue our 
reasons for disapproving of the appointment of the com- 
mission, and of the series of events which led up to it. 
These we do not need to repeat here. There is one way 
in which the creation of the commission may be looked 
upon with favor. If the United States and Great Britain 
had to have a contest over the matter, it was of course 
wise to have this body of able and impartial men ap- 
pointed as a committee of investigation. Time will thus 
be given for passions to cool, for reason to assert it- 
self, and for the effort to be made to find ways of 
settling the dispute, not depending upon the report which 
the commissioners may make. But whatever may be the 
outcome of the present entanglement, we can not help 
fearing that the precedent set by the gratuitous appoint- 
ment of this ex parte commission to determine the basis of 
settlement of a question between two other independent 
nations may be fruitful, in the present restless condition 
of the world, of great mischief in the relations of nations 
in the near future, the more so as our interference in this 
case professes to proceed on a purely selfish ground, 
that of our own interest and honor. 

Many persons are not disposed to take the commis- 
sion seriously. It is supposed that they will dodge the 
purpose for which they were appointed, and that the 
President expects them to do so. In that case the 
whole procedure will have been as contemptible as can 
well be conceived. No one of the commissioners could 
ever afterwards have the least title to respect. We are 
surprised that any thoughtful citizen can suppose such 
a course of action possible on their part. The Presi- 
dent and Secretary Olney were serious. Congress, too, 
was serious, and the commission, which has already or- 
ganized for work, will proceed about its business in a se- 
rious way and in due time make its report. This report, so 
far as we can see, can be in but one of four possible 
ways. They may decide in favor of the English con- 



